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LET FER: 
Paris, the 15th of April, 1733. 


HE Intereſt of my Country prevailed 
upon me to offer you a Reconciliation 
Sixteen Months ago : You were pleaſed 
to, reject it: And Thad no way left to 
ſerve Great Britain, but to ſubmit choſe 
Things to the Conſideration of the 
” Publick, which I would, with much 
greater Satisfaction, have communicated to you in pri- 
vate. In what I have publiſhed T have 4s Britons a 
View of the Condition of our Trade, ſufficient to rouſe 
them up to the neceſſary Means for its Preſervation 3 - ' 
and as you are the firſt among them in Power, I flatter 
myſelf, that you will not be the J in endeavouring to 
put a Stop to thoſe Practices of our careffed Allies, 
from whence the Ruin of our Manufacturers, and the 
general Diſtreſs of the good People of England have ori- 
ginally proceeded. „ pe : 

I need not enter, at this Time, into any Detail of 
the indiſpenſable Duty of a Miniſter in a free Nation. 
T his Subject has been ſufficiently handled already. No 
Man in England knows the important Duty of being 
faithful to the Intereſt of one's 9 better than you 


do; no Miniſter, ſince the Creation, ever had ſuen 


good Advice given him, as you have received from 
Lime to Time, and from ſeveral Hands, theſe Seven 
Years paſt; nor has any Miniſter eyer been under ſuch 

| A2 Obligations 


Obligations to exert himſelf as you are at preſent, ſince 
you have not the leaſt Shadow of an Excuſe left for any 
future Errors you may poſſibly commit. 
The Recovery of our languiſhing Trade depends up- 
on the Meaſures you take in this critical Jun&ure ; and 
— Situation of Affairs in Poland very fortunate- 
ly furniſhes you with an Opportunity of making your 
Memory precious to Poſterity, and of ſhining in the 
Annals of Britain with greater Luſtre than any of her 
_ Mainifters have ever yet done. In ſhort, Sir, I take the 
Freedom to tell. you, but with all the Deference that 
can be reaſonably expected from a Gentleman and a 
free-born Briton, ſollicitous for the Happineſs of his 
Country, and fearful of her Fate, that the Election of 
a King of Poland is now become the Touch-ſtone, by 
which to try your Affection for England, to juſtify his 
Majeſty's Choice of you for his Miniſter, and to con- 
firm what ſeveral Writers have ſo long and ſo often 
publiſhed in your Praiſe. This, Sir, is the tickliſh 
Point upon which you ſtand at preſent. The leaſt falſe 
Step intails an endleſs Train of Woes and Calamities 
upon your Country; and conſequently, a Load of eter- 
nal Reproach will be the Reward of your Adminiſtra- 
tion, But a Conduct attended with Judgment and In- 
tegrity regains you the Hearts of the People, and 
makes every honeſt Briton your Friend. 
By this ſhort Preface, you may be convinced how far 
J am from wiſhing you any verfonal Harm ; eſpecially 
ſince I am going to propoſe the Means by which you 
may eftabliſh your Reputation forever, and ſecure your 
Family from the Caprices of Fortune, by making it 
deſervedly dear to Great Britain. I aſſure you, Sir, I 
would deſpiſe myſelf, were I conſcious of meannefs 
enough of Soul to hate any Man upon a perſonal Quar- 
rel, -or Injury received from him ; or, by any Means, 
to purſue a private Revenge under the Cloak of ſerving 
the Publick. No, Sir Robert; I hate none but the Ene- 


EF mies of my Country; and even among thoſe Enemies, Pl 
| '1 only hate ſuch as either are born in it, or have Obli- by 


- garions to it, becauſe they act againſt the I aus of Na- 
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ture, Duty, and Gratitude. This is an honeſt, a lau- 
dable Hatred; but I abſolutely diſclaim and rendunce 
any other, as repugnant to Religion and Honour. 
Theſe Things premiſed, let us now come to the Point. 
There is a certain Set of Men here, who have theſe 
teri Years paſt pretended to be better acquainted with 
your ſecret Intentions than I ever believed they were: 
"Theſe Men aſſert openly and confidently at preſent, 
that Englund will ftrenuouſly oppoſe the Re-eſtabliſh- 
ment of King Staniſlaus, This is the Stile they make 
uſe of; almoſt every Body believes them; and I aſſure 
you, Sir, this Affair fluſhes' them full as much as the 
Noiſe of a Projeft for a General Exciſe. They now rave 
on nothing but Var and Reſtoration. HET ION (+ 
Upon this Occaſion I cannot, 1 think, give a greater 
Demonſtration of Duty to his Majeſty, and Care. of 
the Intereſt of. my Countrymen, then in the Advice I 
ſend yon. If it any way contributes to your taking the 
right Side of the Queſtion, in this important Struggle 
about the Poliſh Crown, the Service you will thereby 
render to Britain, is the only Recompence I ſhall ever 
ask at your Hands. oh Nc 255 
But, in giving you my Opinion upon this Subject, 
my Deſign is not to depreciate the Merit of any of the 
other Competitors for the Throne of Poland. I am no 
Stranger to the*Reſpect due to Princes; and I hope 1 
have not tranſgreſſed it in any Piece I have hitherto 
publiſhed. Nevertheleſs, I believe I may ſay, without 
giving any juſt Offence to the Reſt, that there is not 
one among thoſe Competitors, whoſe Pretenfions bear 
any Proportion to thoſe of King Staniſlaus; or whoſe 
Alliance can bring ſo much Advantage to England. 
This I ſhall endeavour to demonſtrate. | 4 
But I firſt take Leave to tell you, that I never had 
the good Fortune, or Honour, to ſee that injured 
Prince. I have no farther Intereſt ĩn his Succeſs, than 
what every honeſt Man has in ſeeing Juſtice ' take - 
Place, and the Benefit that will accrue to my Country, 
by the Reſtoration of King Staniſlaus, On the con- 
trary, I might rather expect an Advantage from his 
8 4 *& 5 Diſ- 
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Diſappointment, by the Difficulties to which it would 
expoſe you hereafter: For I am not weak enough - 
ever to hope to make you my Friend; and can pro- 
| poſe nothing from the Encreaſe of your Power, but an 

Augmentation of my Misfortunes, by prolonging my 
Abſence from the Place of my Nativity, But theſe 
Conſiderations are below an honeſt Mind; and were 
they not ſo, I could always ſacrifice them ro my Duty. 
Cato ſays, It is a pity that we can dhe but once to ſerve 
our Country; it is really ſo : But I have done ſome- 
thing more, I have ſuffered the moſt cruel, the moſt - 
inhumane, the longeſt Perſecution, without Reſpite, 
that ever purſued any Briton for endeavouring to ſerve 
the Nation. Cato would have approved me ; but Bri- 
tuin has been inattentive to my Wrongs, and the In- 
tereſt ſhe had to redreſs them: Though, to ſay the 

Truth, this Inattention is not to be imputed to her as a 

Fault. I know the Condition ſhe is in, and I lament 

it with the deepeſt Sorrow. It is this deplorable _ 

Condition that has ſo often obliged me to exerciſe 

my Pen in her Defence; and now puts it in my Hand 
once more to contribute my Endeavours towards pre- 
ſerving our Merchants, retailirlg Tradeſmen, Arti- 
ficers, Farmers, and even the landed Men themſelves, 
from the pernicious Conſequences that wilh, pour in upon 
them from the Succeſs of the Schemes of Vienna. 
permit me then, Sir, to ask you what Benefit you 
can propoſe for Great Britain, by. chiming in with the 
Emperor's Meaſures to place the Crown of Poland up- 
on the Head of a Prince whoſe Intereſt he pleaſes to 
eſpouſe. The Care of our Trade ought to be the 
principal Object of your Conduct in all Treaties and 
Negotiations whatever. Upon it our ALL depends: 
The Honour, the Religion, the Liberty, the Safety 
of every Thing that is dear to Britons ! The greateſt 
Eucroachers upon our Trade are the Dutch: They are 
the People in the Univerſe that do it the moſt eſſential 
Miſchief. Will then, an Alliance with the Emperor 
an Alliance in which the Dutch muſt ahways be includedy 


ever be the Means to reſcue our Commerce from the 
BESS ( Intrigues 


(705 


13 trieues and Practices of Holland? Or will the en- 
1 pus x the Power and Dominions of the Houſe of 
1 Auſtria, ever enlarge the Trade of Great Britain? 

n Theſe are the great Queſtions which every Britiſh Mi- 

4 niſter, if he is an honeſt Man, will never fail to ask 

E himſelf, and to be thoroughly informed in, before he 

C lends his Hand co any Imperial Project, and liſts his 

[. Country a Drudge to the Intereſt and Views of the Auſtrian 

© Family. MBE 22 2 

- You cannot but have obſerved, for ſome Time paſt, 
K. the Steps by which the Emperor is encreaſing and 
5 fortifying his Intereſt in Ruſſia. Except you interpoſe 

E in this Juncture, which I call a happy One, that vaſt 
. Empire will be entirely at his Devotion, and managed 
— by Counſels and Directions from Vienna. His Imperia! 
e Majeſty's Miniſters will never want Addreſs, to make 
a it, upon all Occaſions, the Inſtrument with which to 

* impoſe Paſſeve Obedience upon the Princes of Germany. - 
6e But whether This is one of his Imperial Majeſty's 
e mighty Deſigns or not, is what I ſhall be ſilent in; 
d though I think the ſafeſt Way for us, is to ſuſpect, and 

* endeavour to prevent it. 5 | "=, 
i- The Count of Beveren is Couſin to the Empreſs © 
Sy regnant ; and a Marriage is warmly talked of between 
on him and the Cxarine's Niece. By ſuch a Marriage, 


than we ought to wiſh it. The Roman and Ruſſian 
nor any way impoſſible, if his Imperial Majeſty can 


Power of the German Princes continues to decline, and 
That of the Emperor to increaſe in the Empire a few 


few Years paſt. 


the placing a Prince upon the Throne of Poland, en- 


2 


he may come to be Emperor of Ruſſa much ſooner 


Emperors may perhaps, then think of dividing Poland 
between them: A Thing not altogether improbable, 


now get a Prince of his own Nomination elected, to 
prepare the Way for that great Project; and if the 
Years longer, in Proportion to what they haye done a 


But whether this may ever happen or not: Would 


tirely devoted to the Houſe of Auſtria, and, without 
doubt, as entirely directed by it, be any Advantage to 
9 Great 


- "fe 
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the! principal Point. H it would not; will you lead 


your. Country into Intrigues and Negotiations from- 
which ſhe can reap no Advantage, but may receive a 


n 


great. deal of Prejudice, and be ruined beyond a Paſ- 


fibility of Relief? This, Sir, is a Queſtion which I 
think you are obliged to anſwer before you proceed 
C TR Ry 
In what Place ſoever the Imperial Eagle has ſpread 
her Wings, Trade has languiſhed and withered, under 
the fatal Cloud of them: For this, you need but look 
into the Auſtrian and French Netherlands. In the former, 
the Flemmiugs ſigh after their old Maſters the French 


and the Spaniardt; and the poor Creatures are ſo har- 


raſſed with Impoſts and Exciſes, that they can hardly 
Keep their Houſes from falling on their Heads, through 
their Inability to repair them. What little Magnifi- 
. cence or Plenty is yet remaining among the Flemmings, 

uſt be look d for in the great Cities: In the open 
ountry and Villages, nothing is to be met with but 
the moſt conſummate Poverty. The People look as it 
they were half famiſned; and their Condition does not 
in any Reſpect give the Lie to their Countenances. 
The Produce of the Countryman and Arxtificer's La- 
bour; is taxed, and exciſed away: The Sweat of the 
Brous of the unhappy Femmings, only ſerves te encreaſe 
the Riches of Vienna, and to pay Twelve Thouſand Dutch 
Troops in the Barrier Towns. In the Year 1729, I was 
ap Eye-Witneſs of this ſurprizing Miſery in one of 
the moſt fertile Countries in the Univerſe ; and never 


was ſo aſtoniſhed in my Life, to find the Scene ſo 


ſuddenly changed, as when I ſtepr out of the Imperial 
into French Flanders. Sicily. and Naples are other me- 


lancholly Proofs that the Inperialiſis are Diſcouragers 


of Trade wherever they prevail; and. I believe, our 
Merchants are very ſenſible that their Trade to thoſe 
Kingdoms is nothing near ſo conſiderable as it would 
have been, had we not impolitickly, if not unjuſtly, 
diſmember'd them from the Spaniſþ.Monarchy, to en- 
creaſe the Dominions of the Houſe of Auſtiria. 
; | N . > . 4 Now, 
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Great Britain ? If it would, pray ſhew how: This is 
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Now, Sir, the Argymeng I draw from what I have 

ſaid, is, that as Commerce is the Support and Life of 
England, , the Inhabitants; of- any Place to which She | 
Trades, cannot be impoveriſhed without her being 
immediately affected by it. Wherefore; inſtead of con- 
tributing to the farther, Extenſion of the Imperial Power 
and Dominions, we ought to fall upon immediate Mea- 
ſures in Conjunctiqn with Frauce, Spain, and Sweden, 
for reducing them within narrower and more natural Limits; 
ſince they have ſo fatal an Influence over the Induſtry 
of our Merchants, and the Labour of our Manu- 
facarexs. ae $7155 by 77 253 þ 
| Beſides, ', as we have Rivals in Commerce, whoſe 

Practices tend: to engroſs all the Trade of Europe to 
themſelves, another great Queſtion offers itfelf' upon 
this Occaſion of chuſing a King of Poland: Whether 
the Emperor, and his Ruſfan and Poliſh. Allies, would 
not be much more inclined to favour the Dutch than 
us, in any Diſpuce or Quarrel with them about Com- 
merce-? Let us ſtate. the Cafe. By contributing to 
the Re-eſtabliſhment of King Staniſlaus, we ſecure 
France, Poland and Sweden in our Intereſt : By taking 
the contrary Party we muſt, ſoon or late, be ſure of 
having France and Sweden, with all the Allies they can 
make, for our Enemies. But by ſiding with the Em- 
peror, Ruſſia, and other Powers, who can never for- 
giye Staniflaus; the Injury they have done him, I ask 
again, Whether we can, in Return, expect their Aſ- 
ſiſtance, or even their Neutrality, in a War that may 
happen between us and the Dutch? If not; our Trade 
muſt ever remain at the Mercy of Holland, while we have 
an Alliance with the Emperor, and are in ill Terms with 
France, Sir, there is no Poſſibility of the Thing being 
otherwiſe :* Wherefore I think we ought to avoid any 
inch Underſtanding. with his Imperial Majeſty, in 
this Affair of Poland, as may furniſh Fance with any 
juſt Grounds to quarrel with us. The Dutch under- 
ſtand the Nature of an Alliance between the Emperor 
and Eugiand ſo thoroughly; they play their Game up- 
on it ſo perfectly well for themſelyes, and ſo de- 
, B ſtructively 
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ſtrudively for us, that Brita, inſtead of being eter- 
nally the Bubbles of Holland, ought to be fired with -_ 
Indignation at the Manner in which they daily ſee- - 


themſelves duped and abuſed. No Man living knows 
the Truth- of this better than you, yourſelf ; nor can 
you deny that this Point demands your utmoſt Re- 


fletion, if you think of your Country, (as ſurely you 


do,) before you venture to act an Under-part to a Ger- 


man Miniſtry, which viſibly tends to make the Dutch en- 
tirely Maſters of our Trade, If you exert the Engliſhman, 


you cannot ballance a Moment to declare for King 
Staniſlaus ; for which I could give you another very 
particular Reaſon, were it not a little too delicate to 
be communicated to the Publick. But though I wave 
it at preſent, upon that Account, I am, nevertheleſs, 
ready to impart it to his Majeſty's Embaſſadour here, 
as ſoon as you honour me with your Commands, 

In the mean Time, I have ſaid enough for a wiſe 
Man to take Notice of, We have, in a Manner, loſt 


the Trade of the Netherlands, by fighting to procure © 
them for the Emperor, and a Barrier in them for the 
Dutch, We loſt the Spaniſh Trade ten Years together, 


very much to the Advantage of Holland, by fighting to 
get Spain for his preſent Imperial Majeſty, And we 


have loſt the beſt Share of the Trade of Zatly, by put- 


ting the Houſe of Auſtria in Poſſeſſion of the Milaneze, 


Sicily and Naples; not an Inch of which Ground Ir 
would hare been poſſeſſed of at this Time, had Great 


Britain ſate ſtill; as all the World is, now convinced, 
and dear bought Experience has taught her, it was her 
Intereſt to have done. Afrer ſo many notable Exploits 


performed by us, for the Houſe of Auſtria and Holland, 
What's to be done next? Muſt the Reſt of our Trade 


be ſacrificed ? Muſt our Manufacturers be forced into 


downright Beggary ? Muſt our Poor be multiplied, and ' 
Diſcontent propagated all over the Kingdom, to make 


an Emperor's King of Poland, and introduce the Chevalier 
de Sr. George, into Britain? It is not four Years ſince, 


that Prince's Miniſters were very buſy at the Court of 


renna ; 


to grow a little familiar with you: Britons have a 
to be ſo with their Miniſter, when the publick Safety: 
is at Stake. Permit me to ask you, then, whether e- 
tenderſhip is only a Scarecrou, or whether it was really 
thought a Clog upon Britain, and dangerous to the Pro- 
able Gentlemen who 
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Nima; and ſome People ſay, har they, were not ill 


received there. TT. 
Here, Sir, the Affection I bear te my Country, and 

the Duty I owe to his Majeſty Ning George, we, 5 
ght 


teſtant Succeſſion, by «thoſe 
lately urged it in Parliament agan Argument for keep- 
ing up a ſtanding Army: Not a Body of Forces for one 
Year only, but a Body of Troops, not leſs than 17809 
Men, but as many more as you pleaſe, while the Hoſe 


of Hanover enjoys the Crown, and Pretenderſhip ſubſiſts? 
If it was not a Chimera ſo few Days ago, is it become 


One all on a ſudden? If it is not a meer Fiction, to 
{righten the People out of their Money upon any Mi- 


 nifterial Occaſion; if it is really dangerous to the Pro- 
teſtaut Succeſſion, will you contribute to any Megſures 


for keeping up this Pretenderſhip, ſo hurthenſome to the 
Kingdom, ſo terrible to the People, and ſo portentous 
to their Liberties? Will you contribute, by Methods 
which Honour, Juſtice, and Affection to your Country 


oblige you to oppoſe with all your Power; will you, 1 
ask, contribute to the Pretences for .intailing ſtandirgg - 


Armies upon a free Nation? Is your Deſign to bring 
back the Chevalier to St. Germains; to encreaſe the pub- 


lick Expences by ſo near a Neighbourhood ; and to en- 


danger the Liberties of Great Britain, by ſuch a Num- 
ber of Forces as will be called neceſſary for the Defence 


of the Hanover Succeſſion, ſhould France be provoked to 
take the Chevalier once more under her Protection? 


This may probably be the Conſequence of doing In- 
juſtice to King Staniſlaus, in joining the Emperor's 
Meaſures, either to force or influence the Suffrages of 
the Poles in the enſuing Election. 1" 

When King Childeric the Firſt of France, had. toſt 


himſelf out of the Throne, by an Adminiſtration hate- 


ful to the People, he was forced to take Shelter abroad. 
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At his going off, a particular Confidant and Favourite 
of his cut a Piece of Gold in two; he gave ohe Part to 
tbe King, and told him he would fend him the other, 

when he had ripen d Things for his Return. In mort, 


the unhappy King goes away, and his private Friend was 


the. loudeſt Railer againſt him in his Abſence.” This ſubtle 
Agent ingratiated himſeif with * gidus, ' who had 


ſtept into the Royalty, and, at laſt, became bis prime 


Miniſter: He had then the Reins of Government in his 
Hands, and directed all his Power to the Deſtruction of his 


new. Maſter aud Friend. This proved no difficult Mat- 
ter for him to do. AÆgidus had a thorough Confidence 


hs Miniſter, and ſuffered himſelf to be entirely governed 
by 


him in oppreſſing, taxing, and excifing the People, to that 
Degree, that they loſt all manner of Patience, If Chil- 
deric had been a Tyrant, AZgidus was become a very 


. Monſter, by following the Adviee of his villainous Minion. 
The People groaned under the Burthen, which not 
Agidus, but the Miniſter had purpoſely loaded them 


with; They cried aloud for their former King to come 
to their Relief; and the Miniſter ſent him the other 
Part of-the Piece of Gold, as a Signal for his advan- 


cing. Upon this, Childeric returns at the Head of a 
powerful Army, and re-enters France. The French | 
crowd to his Standard, Ægidus is deſerted by every 

Body; and his Traitor Miniſter was one f the Firſt to 
leaue him to his evil Fortune, This notable Revolution 
was brought about by the blackeſt Treachery; but as it 
proved ſucceſsful, the Hiſtorians of that Age have 
ſanctiſied it with the higheſt Encomiums. © 


Aa 


* 


Sir, your noble Mind is abore ſuch helliſh Arts; 


and I have only mentioned this Piece of Hiſtory as a 
Contraſt to your ſhining Conduct: You will never give 
bad Advice to your Prince, nor lead your Country into 
any of the, abovementioned Difficulties, by oppoſing 
King Staniſlaus. No Sir; J will not believe any Thing 


ſo. unworthy of your Wiidom and Integrity; fo ogpo- 


ſite to your own perſonal Safety, and, perhaps, the Pre- 
ſervation of your Poſterity; and ſo directly contrary” 
to your Loyalty as a Subject, and your Duty as a Mi- 
niſter.' Shur Sf While 


Some call him Hegi dus. 


Tate 
3 


e 


While France, Spafn, Sweden, and Poland are Friends 
to Great Britain, from what Quarter of the World has 


ſhe any Thing to * What Power upon Earth 
can give her any 


Succeſs in this Buſineſs,” When ſhe Bas e littſe Keaſon to 


be pleaſed with his Power mdi\overgrowir Diffiinons at 


preſent? Do you imagine thut Sueden wil net thHk 
herſelf outraged in the Perſom ofa Prince fo deſervedly 
dear to her adored Charles the 12th? Theſe Three 


Powers are ſo far from beingideſpicable, that we ought, 
in our preſent incumber'd Circumſtances, to be = 


carefal how we unite and provoke them. The Reſe 
ment of any One of them may, upon a judicidufly 


timed Occaſion, put us to more Alarms, and Joad-us. 


with greater Expences, than we ought to expdle our- 
ſelves to, in Complaiſance to the Hauſe of Auſtria. 


But ſhonld wet unite, and unjuſtly force them to a 


Rupture with us, can you anſwer for the Friendſhip of 
our High and Mighty Allies, any longer than they find 
their Account in it; as they did in the laſt War? And 


will not ſuch an Account be at our Expence? Should 


we beat the French and Spaniards Ten Years together, a 
Thing by no means to be depended on; ſhould we throw 
away another Hundred Millions to purchaſe a bloody 
Victory every Year for ourſelves, and Two or Three 


Towns for the Dutch, would it not be all we ſhould have 
for ſupporting this hopeful Project to oppoſe King H 


niſlaus ? Would not neu Taxes, new Exciſes, new Debts, 


more Wounds, and the Loſs of the reſt of eur Trade, be all 


we ſhould get by the Bargain, though the Dutch ſhould 
continue ever ſo firm to us? But, Sir, are you ſure that 
the Dutch would not lurch us, if they found it their, In- 
tereſt to do ſo? Do you fancy their Fidelity above 
Temptation? If you do; undeceive yourſelf. We 


have recent Examples of their Conduct in the Treaty 


of Munſter, and in carrying on the Treaty of Gertruy- 
denberg, in which they left every Thing concerning our 
Trade to a general Treaty, but made an ample Proviſi- 


on, in the Preliminaries, for the Security of their on, 
"xt and 


* 
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iſturbance? Do you befieve that 
Spain can look with any Sarisfsckſon at the Echperors 
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One Man. Nevertheleſs, when his Aid de Camp, Co- 


4 


and for keeping the Scheld ſhut up againſt us, becauſe it 


ruins our Trade with Antwerp, and cuts it off with Ger- 
many. on that Side: For the ſame Reaſon they never 
were at Reſt until they got Maeftricht into their Poſſeſſi- 


on. Their View in the Barrier, to ruin our Trade 


with the Auſtrian Netherlands, is alſo evident beyond 
Contradiction. I have told you their main Deſign in 
ſtruggling ſo hard ro retain the Poſſeſſion of Embden 
and Lieroord, and I can now ſhew you a new Temptation 


in their Way, which I would not have you risk the 


Tryal of, as you tender the Liberties of Britain, and 


made to the Dutch, when we have affronted and 
provoked Fraxce too far to retreat; and ſhould they ac- 
cept it, where would you be then? Did any wiſe Mi- 


Vance ore of her Trade. Should ſuch an Offer 


niſter ver yet throw himſelf headlong into the preca- 


rious Circumſtances of depending upon the Gratitude of 
any foreign Prince whatever, by obliging him contrary 
to the Intereſt of his own Country. | F- 
The Treatment of the late Earl Stanhope, when that 
great Man, both Soldier: and Stateſman, commanded 
the Britiſh Army in Spain, onght to teach you what you 
are to expect from the Houſe of Auſtria, if you ever 
plange yourſelf and the Nation into Difficulties upon | 
her Account. You know how that General, and all the 


"Britiſh Regiments with him, were ſacrificed at Breheuga, 


when they were encloſed by the whole Force of Spain, 
commanded by King Phillip and the great Vendofme in 


Perfon. It was Britain alone that bore the Burthen of 


the Spaniſh War, to aſſert the Pretenſions of the preſent 
Emperor to that Monarchy. That War coſt her more 
Blood and Treaſure than the War ſhe carried on in 
Flanders with the ſame View and more Succeſs. Ge- 


'neral Stanhope was a Gentleman whom every honeſt, 


llant Man could not but admire and love for his intre- 
pid Bravery, his Integrity, his heroick Contempt of 
Money, though. even acquired by the moſt juſtifiable. 


Means, and, in a Word, for a Thoufand other ſhining 


Qualities; for, certainly, more never center'd in any 


lonel 


lonel Cosby, with abundance of Difficulty and Danger, 
got through the Enemy, and brought Staremberg the 
News of the Britiſh General's Diſtreſs, the grateful, 
enerous Count ſeem'd very calm upon the Matter, and 
fa it was, Time enough to march to his Relief in the 
Morning: Whereas, had he marched that Moment, as” 
he might, and ought to have done, he* would have 
prevented the Diſhonour and Lots that fell upan. Bri- 
tain the next Day. This is not the only Inſtance I could 
give, that there is hardly any ſuch Thing as obliging 
the Court of Nienna: That Court ſeems to look down 
upon the reſt ot Mankind, and thinks its bare Accepts, 
ance more than a Recompence for the greateſt Seryy 
that can be render'd to it. My Lord Stanhope and the 
Byitiſh Troops had chiefly contributed, by their Con- 
duct and Bravery, to the Victory of Almanara, and 
you ſee how the Imperial. General requiced them at 
Brebeuga. Your Fate, Sir, will be the ſame with that 
noble Lord's, if you make yourſeif a Tool to the Em- 
peror's Schemes, and. embroil Great Britain by doing ſo. 
But, to take the Picture in the moſt advantageous 
Light, let us ſuppoſe this will never be altogether the 
| Caſe : Let us ſuppoſe that the Emperor will be grate- 
ful; that our dear Friends the Dutch will remain dif- 
intereſtedly firm to us; and that Sweden will be wholly 
indifferent in the Matter; all this ſuppoſed, for it is 
but meer Suppoſition, what Equivalent can you pro- 
poſe to your Country, for expoſing her to the united 
Reſentments of France and Spain, which their Situation 
may, ſome Time or other, render ſerviceable to the 
Chevalier? Pleaſe to name any one Advantage that can 
poſſibly accrue to Britons, from your oppoſing King 
Staniſlaus, to indemnify them for the Danger, Trouble, 
and Expence to which ſuch an Oppoſition will. ſubje& 
them. If it is in Trade, then let us. ſee any Article in 
which that Advantage will conſiſt. This, Sir, Britons 


og have a Right to be ſatisfied in, and in which, 1 pre- 
ny ſume, you will think yourſelf obliged to ſatisfy them, 
o- before you enter into Meaſures of ſo important a 


cl Nature. 1 | 
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The Spaniſb Trade, even but for Two or Three Years,' 
is worth more to Britain, by the Ballance it brings in, 


and the Number of Hands it employs, than the Frieud-- 
ſhip of the Houſe of Auſtria to Eternity: Eſpecially if 


we can make any Eſtimate of that Friendſhip for the 


Time to come, by the Fruit it has produced in the 
Time paſt. Nay, Sir, I will be bold enough to ſay, 
and. think I am able to demonftrate it, that we are al- 
ready an Hundred Millions the worſe for the Auſtrian Friend- 


\ ſhip. But this is not to inſinuate that Britain ought, 


upon every Occaſion, to oppoſe the: Emperor in any of 
his juſt Meaſures, or to reject an Alliance with his In- 


perial Majeſty upon the Square; it is only to- tell you, 
that ſhe: ought not to be made the obſequious Drudge of 


his Defigns; from which new Riches and Power muſt 


accrue. to:him, cu Advantages to the Dutch, and nothing 


but Loſt aud Diſbonouir to Britaus. TER 8. 
Thus the more I enter into this Subject, the more I 


apprehend the Conſequence of ſeeing © the Crown. of, 


Poland upon the Head of a. Prince, in Prejudice of the 
Father-in-Law of Louis the-15th ; and your Conduct, 
Thope, will be futh as not to involve your Country in 
Diſputes and Quarrels, which it is ſo evidently her In- 
tereſt, and your Buſineſs to avoid. Our Situation ſe- 
cures us from the Emperor's Reſentments in this Caſe; 
and renders his Friendſnip but of little Uſe in all others, 
except: we pay much too dear for it: But this Situation 
does not altogether ſecure us from the Reſentments of, 
France and Spain: Though our Fleets mey protect our 
Coaſts and prevent Invaſions, our Trade muſt infallibly 
be ruin d by a War with them, and a Load of new, 
Taxes and Exciſes be laid upon the People; which I. 
think, are Calamities enough, though we keep the War 


out of the Kingdom. So that, I humbly preſume, there 
needs not much Time to conſider of the Matter; and 


am of the Duke of Guiſes Opinion, that if a Man can- 
not reſolve in a Quarter of an Hour, upon ſuch an Oc 
caſion, he will never rcſ{olye to Purpoſe as long as he 
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But, perhaps, ſome People, in Oppoſition to what 

1 havedaid, will object, that we cannot truſt the Bonne 

Foy of France : If this be true, we are in a very deplo- 

rable Dilemma. - | EDS. I 

There was a Time, indeed, when I would not have. |} 

adviſed you to truſt it too much; but you then truſted it 
moſt. I ſay, Sir, there was a Time when I would not 1 

have adviſed you to truſt the Faith of France, any more 

than that of ſome of our Allies, who never kept it with 

us but when they found more Advantage in doing Jo than in 
violating it. But Times are very much alter'd ſince; 

and Miniſters ought to change their Conduct according 

to the Change of Affairs. This you, yourſelf, have 

done in ſeveral of your Meaſures; and This the great 

Richlieu did upon many notable Occaſions: But he al- 

ways did it like a Man of Senſe and Judgment; and 

not through any vile, mercenary Ends, to the Prejudice 

and Diſhonour of his Country. oo 
If France is not to be truſted, upon any Account, 

how came you to have ſo much Confidence in her, Nine 

Years together? In the firſt Two or Three Years of 

that Time ſhe was much leſs to be truſted than at pre- 

ſent ; and until the Year. 1931, France was a moſt faith- 

ful Ally, in the Language of Mr. Walfingham in his 

Free Briton on the 1rifþ recruiting-Affair : An Ally invi- 

olably juſt to all her Engagements, though ſo much to 
her own. Detriment. That Writer told us too, in his 
Poſtſcript,” that you had an Affection for the Cardinal 
Miniſter here. Now, Sir, if Walſingbam told Truth, 
at that Time, what has France or the Cardinal done 
ſince to deſerve to be ill treated or ſuſpected? But if 
your Mriter publiſhed a doun- right Lye, to ſerve a 
Turn, what Honour can the Papers and Aſſertions of 
ſuch a Man do you? Who can lay any Streſs upon 
what he ſays, when he preſumes to give Reaſons for 
any extraordinary Step you take? | a, 

THe But let Valſingham be what he will: If France has 
given you any Reaſon to throw yourſelf entirely into 

| the Emperor's Meaſures, you owe your Country the 

it, I Satisfaction and Juſtice to ler her know wherein the 
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French Miniſtry have failed in any of their Engagements 
to you, from the very Beginning of your Admipiftrati- | 
on, to the late Treaty of Vienna: What Provocation 
they gave you to ſuſpe& their Bonne Foy, either then 
or now. I have ſaid that Juſtice to your Country o- 
bliges you to this Eclaireiſſement; and I now add, that 
Juſtice to yourſelf, an indiſpenſible Regard to. your 
own Honour demands it from you: That the World 
may be convinced whether you have any juſt Motives 
to oppoſe King Staniſlaus, or whether your Conduct 
proceeds from Schemes and Views hatch'd on the Banks of 
the Danube. If France has broke no Faith with you, I 
am at a Loſs how to reconcile an implicite Obedience 
to the Emperor's Dictates, for ſo I am afraid the Ma- 
jority of Mankind will call it, with your former Confi- 
dence in the Honour and Juſtice of his myſ# Chriſtian 
Majeſty, and the Conduct you ſo long grounded upon 
it. This is a Point which regards not only you, but 
Great Britain, in the higheſt Degree; For if King 
George's TENURE had more Occaſion for the Friend- 
ſhip of Louis the 15th, than that Monarch, who has no 
* Competitor, no Pretender to the Crown he wears, can 
ever have for the Friendſhip of the Auguſt Houſe of 
Hanover; if, nevertheleſs, yau could truſt the Court of 
France Nine Years together, upon the meer Force of her 
Bonne Fiy, without any Advantage accruing to herſelf, 
but that of being punctual to her Word and her Ho- 
nour; if, according to I#alfingham, himſelf, ſhe was 
inviolably juſt to her Engagements, all that time, tho 
to her own Detriment: All theſe things conſider d, wh 
may not ſhe be truſted in the preſent Caſe, when ſo 
great, and ſo new an Obligation, as you have now in 
your Power to lay upon her, as well as her own Inte- 
reſt, will engage her to Gratitude to us, and oblige her 
"4 to be faithful to her Engagements, it no other Conſide- 
4 ration can? 8 5 js aha 
To ſtrengthen this Argument, and to leave you with- 
out the leaſt Scruple upon this Head, I here offer to 
fend you half a Score Lines, provided you promiſe me, 
upon Honour, to conſider them wich Attention, which 
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I would have publiſhed in this Place, had I not been ap- 


prehenſive of F ſome People too much upon their 
Guard, and of juſtly incurring the Cenſure of Impru- 
dence from every Briton, who has the Intereſt of his 


Country at Heart. Theſe Lines will convince you, that 


if you eſpouſe the Intereſt of King Staniſlaus, France * 


cannot poſſibly deceive Great Britain, without doing an 
irrepairable Injury and Injuſtice ro herſelf ; but, on the 
contrary, ſhe muſt ever remain a ſtanch Friend to the 
AA of Settlement, and the beſt Guarantee the Proteſtam 
Succeſſion can poſſibly have, if Britain, as the Intereſt of 
her Trade requires and londly calls upon her, will re- 
ciprocally become a ſincere Friend to France, and be a 
Guarantee for her in an Affair which the Lines I have 
mentioned will communicate to you. This will efta- 
bliſh a perpetual indiſſolvable Friendſhip between the 
two Kingdoms, to the equal Advantage of Both : 
Whereas the Auſtrian Meaſures can only tend to put 
them at Variance, and engage them in Quartels, that 
the Dutch may grow richer, and the Emperor more powerful 


than is conſiſtent either with the Intereſt and Honour 
of England, or the Safety of King George's Dominions 


in Germany, or the Conſervation of his Dignity as 
Elector of Hanover, 1 YE 

To conſider this Matter a little farther. For every 
Victory we gained the laſt War, and every Town we pat 
into the Hands of the Dutch, which ſeldom coſt us leſs than 
Seven or Eight Millions Sterling, the Year's Expence 
included, we ſung Te Deum by way of Thankſgiving. 
This Action would have been an open Afront to the 
Almighty, had we thought the War was unjuſt: But 
we had Religion enough, at that Time, to attribute all 
our unprofitable Succeſs, I call it fo, becauſe the Datch 
made all the Profit of it, to the Juſtice of our Cauſe, 


and the Approbation of Heaven, , Will not the French, - 


then, have the ſame Pretenſions to Succeſs, and if they 
meet with it, undoubtedly make a better Uſe of it than 
we did of Ours, if we treat them unjuſtly? Shall we 
not furniſh them with Arguments to juſtify a War, 
both before God and Man, if we force them to attack 
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us? That the War would be as unjuſt on our Side, 
as it would. be impolitick in us to draw it upon our 
| ſelves, I ſhall ſhew it immediately. n 
But whether it would be really unjuſt or not, would 
not Britons be apt to call it a Miuiſterial War? Would 
the People bear the Load of it, as chearfully and as 
unanimouſly, as they did the heavy Burthen of the laſt, 
if they ſaw that it might, and ought to have been 
prevented, by conſulting their Intereſt, and preferring 
it to the Schemes, the inſidious Schemes of the Auſtrian 
Miniſters ? Are they not too much . oppreſſed already 
by Taxes and Exciſes? Or, do you imagine, that 


\ Engliſhmen, like tame, inſenſible, paſſive Beaſts of Bur- 


then, will always flaviſhly dodge on, and ſtagger under 
their Pack, until it cruſhes them at laſt quite down to 
the Earth, to ſupport a War of their Miniſter's bring- 


ing upon them; whether it be through want of Judg- 


ment, or through Motives leſs excuſable, and equally 
dangerous ? It is faid, that Richlieu, in his ludicrous 
Interyals, if I may call them ſo, uſed to compare 
France to an Aſs, which, the more it is loaded, the 
ſteddier it walks. But ſhould any Minifter of ours 
ever attempt to make the damnable Experiment upon Britain, 
I hope ſhe will exert her hitherto unſubdued Spirit of 
Liberty, and make the execrable Villain an Example 
to Poſterity. If a Highway-Man is hanged in Chains, 
muſt the Robber of a whole Nation eſcape, and paſs 
with Impunty ? 


For the foregoing Reaſons, if I can make any Judg- : 


ment of your National Affection, your hitherto uncor- 


rupted Integrity, and your 133 Wiſdom, ſo admi- 


red by all the World; if I can draw any Concluſion 


from ſuch inconteſtable Premiſſes, I am ſure you will 


conſider very. maturely of this Affair of Poland, before 
you expoſe your already near ruined Country to new 
Impoſitions; before you give the finiſhing Hand to 
the Deſtruction of our Trade; and before you bring 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion itſelf into manifeſt Peril, by 
precipitating us into a, War with France. 
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Whatever Victories we boaſt of, the French count 
as many on their Side. Many Miniſterial Experiments 
have convinced us, that both Nations are naturally 
too brave to be Enemies to one another. They ought 
rather to employ their Courage in each others Sup- 
port. This, Sir, is the Conduct which the Miniſters 
on both Sides ought to purſue; for if we have ſome- 
times had the Fortune to reduce the French to great 
Difficulties, they have afterwards recovered their 
Lofles much ſooner than we have. repaired the Damage 
we ſuſtained by our Victories: Witneſs, the pre- 
ſent Condition of both Kingdoms. In ſhort, Sir, after 
all our Quarrels with France, theſe Six Hundred Years 
paſt ; afcer all the Alliances we have been engaged 
in againſt her; what have we now to brag of but 
broken Bones, a Crowd of Invalids in Chelſea, a few 
Rags in Weſtminſter and Guild- Halls, a S— Army, 
an indebted, Exciſed Nation, the Loſs of all our 
French Provinces, the Capture of our Merchant-Ships, 
and even of many of cur Men of War, the Ruin of 
our Trade, and the Expence of many more: Millions 
of ready Money, than would now purchaſe the whole 
Kingdom of Great Britain were it to be Sold ? . Moſt 
glonous Acquiſitions ! Moſt irreſiſtable Temptations, 
to goad us on to a new Trial of Skill! Muſt we tread 
the ſame fatal Steps over again? And will you, Sir, 
copy the Deſtructive Miſtakes, or ſomething worſe, 
of ſome of your Predeceſſor Minifters ? 

It has been but too often the Misfortune of Eng- 
land to have her Fate in the Hands of Minifters, who 
ſacrificed the Intereſt of Poſterity to the Succeſs of 
ſome preſent pernicious Scheme, that was likely to 
bring private Lucre to themſelves: If they could but 
enrich their Families, and. make them Great with 
Titles, they little cared to what Difficulties and Dan- 
gers they expoſed their Country in the Sequel. I 
need not give you any Examples of this Truth. You 
are acquainted with but too many already; and it 
would be foreign to my Purpoſe, becauſe you know 
how thoroughly I am convinced, I ſhould rather ſay, 
1 23 how 
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how thoroughly all the Nation is convinced, of your 
Incorruption. But I hall preſent you with one In- 


ſtance of Danger that followed an Error in Queen 
Anne's Miniſters, which had like to have overturned 
our Conſtitution, and covered Great Britain with War 
and Deſtruction, from one End of the Kingdom to 
the other. I only call it an Error, becauſe every 
Body knows that the principal Perſon at the Helm, 
nine Years. together, did not dye near as rich as 
might have been expected from the Legal Income of 
his Poſt ; conſequently he made no Fortune at the 
Expence of his Country : I mean the Great Earl of 
Godolphin, whoſe Memory I ſhall always revere, for 
his exemplary Impartiality, his inflexible Integrity, 
and his hone(# Contempt of Bribes, as much as I do the 
immortal Duke of Marlborough's for his 1 


Vigilance, his matchleſs Conduct, and his irreſiſtable 


+ 


Courage, 


When King Charles the XIIth of Sweden had, by 


a Reverſe of Fortune, and a Train of Dilafters, 


ſhewed the World the Vanity of Conqueſts, and the 
Weakneſs of all human Proje&s ; when that heroick, 
though unfortunate Prince, was forced to take Refuge 
in Turkey, we ſuffered the Dane to fall upon the Swediſb 
Dominions, contrary to the Treaty of Travendal, and 


our Guarantee of it. We ſuffered the King of Pruſſia 
to do the ſame; and King Auguſtus to march into 


Poland with an Army, and to remount that Throne, 
in Violation of the Treaty of Alt-Raſtad, by which 
he had made an abſolute Ceſſion of the Poliſh Crown, 


'renounced all manner of Title to it, acknowledged 


Staniſlaus King of Poland, and joined with the Kin 

of Sweden in deſiring the Guaranty of England and Ho 

land. The Queen indeed, ſays the Author of the 
Conduct of the Allies, did not give the Guaranty in 
Form; but as a Step towards it, the Title of King 
was given to Staniſlaus, by a Letter from her 
* Majeſty ; and the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances were made 


to the Swediſh Miniſter in her Majeſty's Name, and 


in a Committee of Council, that the Guaranty ſhould 
- * ſpeedily 
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* ſpeedily be granted; and that, in the mean While, 
* it was the ſame Thing as if the Forms were 

But notwithſtanding our Guarantee of the Treaty of 
Travendall ; notwithſtanding we recognized King Sta- 
niſtaus, gave him the Title of King, and gave the 


moſt ſolemn Aſſurances to the Swediſh Miniſter in 


her Majeſty's Name, and in a Committee of Council, 
that the Guarantee ſhould ſpeedily be granted, and 


that it was the ſame Thing as if the Forms were paſſed ; 
notwithſtanding all this, We, contrary, I am afraid, 
to publick Faith, Honour, Juſtice, and the Intereſt 
of England, ſuffered Staniſlaus ro be dethroned, and 
the Swediſo Dominions to be torn to Pieces by Muſ- 
cov, Denmark, and Pruſſia. All this was done in the 
very Zenith of a Britiſh Miniſtry, which could never 
- be accuſed, as another Miniſtry has been of late, of 
having any latent Deſign in Favour of the Chevalier. 

That this was contrary to publick Faith, Ec. I 
believe is ſelf-evident by the Treaty of Travendal, of 
which we were a Guarantee ; by _—_ Anne's Letter; 
and by the Aſſurances made to the Swediſh Miniſter. 
That it was contrary to the Intereſt of England, I ſhall 
ſhow you this Moment. | EP 

In the firſt Place, it was not the Intereſt of England 
to let the Dane grow too powerful, becauſe of the 
Sound, of which he is Maſter ; and upon the Paſſage 
of which he will undoubtedly raiſe the Duties, as he 
riſes in Power, N 

In regard to Pruſſia, our Miniſters might have con- 
ſidered, that that Alt of Settlement had deſtined the 
Crown of Great Britain to the Auguſt Houſe of Hanover, 


after the Demiſe of Queen Anne; and conſequently, | 


they ought not to have contributed, directly, nor in- 
directly, to the making of the Pruſſian too powerful in 


Germany for the Prince who was to be our Sovereign ; . 
| becauſe of the Expences which any Quarrel between 


them might put England to: This, Sir, they ought to 
have conſidered and foreſeen. The Caſe has happened; 


. | was 


and its ſtill recent enough, that our preſent Monarch 
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was within a few Hours of being beſieged in the 


Capital of his German Dominions, by his Pruſſian Ma- 
jeſty in Perſon, and would have actually been ſo, had 
not France interpoſed, and given a Proof of her Bonne 
Foy, at that Time, which I think ought to have no 
little Weight with you in the preſent Juncture. 

But, perhaps you will fay,” That it is an eaſy Mat- 


ter for any Man to reaſon upon Events after they 
have happened. This I acknowledge to be true: 
But I muſt alſo add, that it is the Duty of a Britiſh. 


Miniſter, before he engages his Country in any Trea- 
ty, or takes any extraordinary Steps, to look into 
Futurity ; to examine the Intereſts and Views of all 


the Princes around him; to foreſee the Events that 


may flow from his Conduct, and to conſider the Miſ- 


chiefs which his Obſtinacy may give Birth to, I 


can hardly be perſwaded that our Anceſtors fought 
ſo many Battels, both at Home and Abroad, in 
Defence of their Liberty, and the Intereſt of their 


Country, meerly to build up a Miniſter at laſt, to 


play at Cups and Balls with the Fate of Poſterity ; 
or to make his Ambition, or his private Intereſt, 
or his Caprice, the Arbiters of their Deſtiny. This is 


not applicable, in any Menſure to the late Earl of G- 


dolphin; but we have had ſome Treaſurers, Sir, whoſe- 


. Hands were not altogether ſo clean ; whoſe Hearts 
| were not quite ſo honeſt, nor Heads in any Meaſure 


ſo ſound as his ; though he was miſtaken in regard to 
the Affairs of Sweden, and perhaps it was the only 
Miſtake of Conſequence, he was guilty of all the while 


he continued in that high Station. Therefore we muſt 


leave my Lord Godolphin entirely out of the Caſe, when 
I ſay, that our Anceſtors certainly employed their 


Courage and their Swords to a very il}-fated Parpoſe, 
if they fought to cloath a Miniſter with an abſolute, 


uncontrolable Power, in a limited Monarchy, to de- 
ſtroy their Progeny : We may ſay of ſuch a Mini- 
ſter, as Cato did of Ceſar; Fir lim the Fabil and 
the Decii dite. „„ 
| | But 
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Þaſs, if her Miniſters expect Praiſes and Rewards for 


r 


draw upon their Country, by purſuing raſh, head-ftro 
Meaſures, in Defiance of Honour and. Juſtice, and in 
open Contempt of the Intereſt of the Publick, and 
the general Senſe of the People. But to retùrn to 
the King of Sweden. | * * 
All the World knows that he was not the Aggreſſor 
in the War he was engaged in. The Czar, King Au- 
guſtus, and the King of Denmark, had 'parcelleds ont, 
his Dominions among themſelves in Deſign, and 
leagued together for that Purpoſe againſt him, even 
in his Minority; but they reckoned without their 
Hdſt, for which Charles chaſtized them all, before he 
had attained to that Age in which we uſually write 
Man. And when his Swediſh- Majeſty was in 85 
he had it in his Power to put an End to the Grand 
Alliance himſelf ; and even to cruſh it to Atoms: 
Bur did he ſo? - No Sir : He ſhewed himſelf our 
Friend; he refuſed. the Addreſſes of France; , and. 
turned his Arms another Way, as fatally. for Swe- 
den, as fortunately for Britain, the Houſe of Auſtria 
and Holand, His generous Behaviour at that Time, 
deſerved, and ought to have met with our Friend- 
ſhip and Aſſiſtance in the Misfortunes that ſoon 
after befel him. The Moment we heard that he 
was among the Turks, we ought to have ſent a Squa- 
dron of Men of War to bring him Home, that he 
might be in a Condition to defend his Dominions. 
France, much more generous than Britain upon that 
Occafion, offered to do ſo; but that Greatneſs: of 
Soul, ſo peculiar to Charles, which- inſpired him to 

reje& the Propoſals of France, when, he was in the 
Height of Power and Proſperity in Germany, would 
not ſuffer him to accept an Aſſiſtance in his Diſtreſs, 
which might tacitly reproach him with too much for- 
mer Neglect of ſo brave and ſo human a Benefactor. 
; | 1 France 
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France offered to do what we actually ought to have 
done for that great and magnanimous Prince, whoſe 
Birth will remain an eternal Glory to Sweden; whoſe 
Example made all his Generals Heroes, and all his 
Soldiers Miracles of Vertue, Courage, and Military 
Diſcipline. 2 

By his Swediſh Majeſty's Care of the Proteſtants in 
Sileſia, he ſhewed what a Friend he was to the Pro- 
teſtant Cauſe ; by his refuſing the Offers and Sollici- 
tations of France then in War with us, he ſhewed 
what a Friend he ,was to Great Britain, and the Pro- 


teſtant Succeſſion. "Theſe Conſiderations ought, in Gra- 


titude and Conſcience, to have engaged us in the 
Preſervation of his Dominions, when their Valiant 


Owner was at too unfortunate a Diſtance to protect 


them. But our then Miniſtry ſeemed to be infatuated 


into other Meaſures ; and now let us ſee what was 


the Conſequence of their Conduct, and what Attone- 


ment they could have made to their Country, and 


the Auguſi Houſe of Hanover, had not the injured and 
provoked King of Sweden been killed at Frederickſhall. 


As ſoon as his Swediſh Majeſty returned from Turkey, 
he breathed nothing but that Vengeance ſo natural 


to Man, after Treatment which the Laws of Honour, 
and even common Prudence cannot pardon, until Par- 
don is asked. He immediately clapr up a Peace with 
the Czar, In that Peace he ſacrificed his Intereſt to 
his Revenge againſt Ezg/and. He projected the De- 
thronement of our King, as you very well know ; and 
the Czar joined him in the Project. Thus a Storm 


was gathering over Britain, which would have daſhed 
her to Pieces, had not the Death of Charles the XIIth 


prevented the Blow. 


Had that ſecond Mars lived to bring over the Cheva- 
lier, what would have become of the Act of Sertle- 
ment ? Whar would have become of the Properties of 
all Thoſe concerned in our Funde? What Oceans of 
Blood would have ſhed in the dreadful Strife againſt 


a Prince, whoſe only Pleaſure was Danger, whoſe Mu- 


ſick, as he called it himſelf, was the whiſtling of 
| Bullets, 
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Bullets, and the roaring of Cannons ? What could 
Pruſſia, or Saxony, or Denmark, have done for us ; 
when new Troubles were raiſed in Poland, and the 
Czar thundering upon them with Two or three Hun- 
dred Thouſand Men? From what Corner of the 
Earth then could we have expected Aſſiſtance? Would 
ir have come from Holand ?. I doubt it very much. — 
Their Succours came late enough in the Year 1715: 
Not till after the Death of Louis XIVth, and they 
found we did not want them. If they were ſo cauti- 
ous at that Time, they would have been much more 
ſo, when they ſaw all the North in a Flame, and the 
King of Sweden in England, at the Head of Twenty 
"Thouſand reſolute, determined, Swedes, and twice as 
many diſcontented, deſperate Britons. "The Datch are 
too cunning, and underſtand their Intereſt roo well, 
to trouble their Heads about our Preſervation, when 
they can ſpeed better by our Misfortunes ; and they 
found their Account but too viſibly in the laſt Civil 
Mar in England, not to wiſh to ſee her thrown again 
into the ſame calamitous Condition. | : 
In fo deſperate a Caſe, would Succougs have come 
to us from Sam? Yes certainly, Sir, becauſe She was 
in the ſame Meaſures, in Return of the many famous 
Services we had rendred her in Favour of the Houſe 
of Auſtria : Spain ought to run full Speed to the Aſ- 
ſiſtance and Preſervation of England, becauſe we had 
been the main Inſtruments of taking the Milaneze, 
Sicily, Naples, and the Netherlands from her, to give 
them to the Emperor, who could have done us no 
manner of Service, if the King of Sweden had once 
ſet his Foot on Britiſh Ground. Nay, the Emperor 
did us a Diſſervice, and expoſed us to the Danger of 
his Reſentments, in letting that exaſperated Prince 
paſs through the Imperial Dominions, in his Way 
Home, after we had fo highly provoked him : 
But we have often met with ſuch Lifrs from the Houſe 
of Auſtria, which, I ſuppoſe, makes us ſo fond of it. 
We alſo love the Dutch, though there is not a Day 
paſſes that in which they do not prejudice our Trade in 
Oh R D 2 ſome 
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ſome Reſpect or other. But to return from this 
little Digreſſion. 

Would France have aff ſted us againſt the Chevalier, 
ſupported and protected by the King of Sweden ? If 
ſhe would, there is an End of the Argument, for you 


will be then without any Excuſe under the Sun, for not 


clofing with her in ſupporting King Staniſlaus. 
I aflure you, that J have not repreſented the Scene 


more dreadful than ir would have been in Reality, 
if the King of Sweden had. lived. Monſieur Voltaire 


furniſhes us with ſufficient Materials to form a pretty 
ample Judgment of it, in his Hiſtory of Charles the 
XIlIths but there are Particulars which he either did not 
know, or forgot to relate. I ſhonld therefore be very 


glad to know, and fo I believe would all Britain, what 
Attonement our Miniſters could have made, what Ex- 


cuſe they could have given, ſor the bloody Work they 
had cut out for their Country, by male treating the 
terrible Charles the XIIth in his Misfortunes, and 
uſing ſuch Injuſtice and Inhumanity to a Prince who 
never had his Equal, and perhaps never will in 'the 
Qualities of an Hero. 

Had ſuch a Thing happened in the *Adminifirarion 
of. another Great Man, I would have ſaid without any 
Heſitation, that it was done expreſsly to give the 
Chevalier a fair Hit for the Crown ; by provoking a 
Prince into his Intereſt who was the moſt likely to ſerve 
him of any Power in Europe, ſince the Arms of France 
had proved unfortunate. When I fee any Meaſures 
taken in Britain that tend to exaſperate, the People 


at Home, and provoke Neighbours abroad, whoſe 


Situation can hurt us, I begin to ſuſpect a Snake iti 
the Graſs ; and fancy I ſee the Chevalier at the Bot- 
rom, until J conſider the Character of the Perſon ſit- 
ting at the Helm. The late Earl of Godolphin was ſo 
ſpotleſs that Way, and fo entirely-cleani from the Stains 
o Corruption, that J can only accuſe him of commit- 
ting an Error, which afterwards brought his Country 
upon the Verge of Fate ; and of being guilty of an 
Injaſtice to the King of Sweden and King Staniſtaus, 
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through want of Reflection, which I am humbly of 
Opinion the Nation is obliged in Honour to repair 
as far as ſhe cari ; which it is your Duty to adviſe 
her to; and which you have in your Power to per- 
form, as much to her Fame as it will be to her In- 
tereſt, 3 
To finiſh this Article of the King of Sweden : His 
project did not altogether dye with him. The Czar _ 
continued it; and then we found the Miſtake, and the 
Puniſhment too that attended that Miſtake, in not 
putting Charles in a Condition to drive the Czar out 
of Ingria and Livonia, which we might have done, by 
bringing Home his Swediſh Majeſty, inſtead of ſeeing 
his Dominions over-run by ſo many Powers at once. 
The Poſſeſſion of Ingria and Livonia, put the Emperor 
Peter I. who was another Prodigy, in his Way, in 
full Condition to eſtabliſh a Fleet ſufficient to keep 
us in perpetual Alarms, almoſt ever ſince. How many 
Squadrons have we been obliged to ſend to the Balicl, 
to watch the Motion of the Czar, and the Czarine he 
left behind him, Heireſs of his mighty Deſigns, as 
well as of his vaſt Empire? How expenſive has this 
been to Great Britain? How burthenſome to' the 
People ? How many Ships have we loſt in the Baltick, 
through the Reſentments of the King of Sweden, after 
his Return? How has our Trade ſuffered there upon 
Account of the Treatment he received from us in his- 
Diftreſs ? Yet was not all this Danger; all this ns 
all this Expence and Loſs, beſides the Charge of a 
Standing Army at Home, while Peter and his Czarine 
lived, owing to the Conduct of our former Miniſters ? 
And ought not the fatal Conſequences that attended 
thejr Meaſures at that Time, ſerve as a Land-Mark 
to you in the preſent Caſe ; to prevent you from run- 
ning your Country upon the like Rock; ſince you 
cannot poſſibly attone for any Diſaſter that may fol- 
low your Conduct ? For my part, I can never con- 
ceive how you can. poſlibly enter into Concert for ren- 
dering Muſcovy ſtill more powerful, as the rejecting 
Staniſlaus will certainly make her, but with a View _ 
| | ir, 
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Sir, you will pleaſe to excuſe me; you can gueſs the 
reſt, | 
So far I have in your Defence, Sir, combated the Re- 
port of his Majeſty's Enemies here, by ſhewing how 
abſolutely inconſiſtent it is with your Duty to your 
Country, your Loyalty to your Prince, your ſo often 
tryed Integrity, and the prudent Regard you ought to 
have to your Safety; I ſhall now attack the main Ar- 
gument they bring to ſupport their Aſſertion that you 
will oppoſe King Staniflaus. | | 

They allow in general Terms that it is, undoubted- 
ly, the Intereſt of Eng/and, conſidered as England, to 
concur with France in not oppoſing King Staniſlaus : 


But, on the other hand, they ſay that the Preſervation 


of Bremen and Verden will be of more Weight with you 
than either Liberty or Property of the Engliſh Subject, 
or Trade; or the Intereſt of all Britain pat together. 
If (fay they) King Staniſlaus returns, he certainly renews 
his Alliance with Sweden; and the latter will take that 
Opportunity to fall upon Bremen and Verden, and the 
other Places taken from her during the Abſence of her King. 
For which Reaſon, Sir Robert will adviſe King George 


to oppoſe King Staniſlaus, by all the Alliances and Means | 
in his power, | g | 
This, Sir, is the chief Argument made uſe of; but 


you will pleaſe to conſider it as the Argument of the 
Enemies of the Proteſtant Succeſſion; and as the Foun- 


dation of their Hopes, along with a General Exciſe, 


and a few other Articles. As it is ſo, ir ought to 
raiſe your Indignation, as no doubt it will, and guide 
you to a quite oppoſite Conduct. It carries in it the 


— moſt audacious, the moſt inſolent Reflection that can 
be poſſibly chrown upon the Juſtice and Honour of our 


Sovereign; And yer it is no more than what one may 


hear over and over an hundred times a day in this City. 


ls it to be imagined, much leſs ſuppoſed, by any 
reaſonable Man, acquainted with the Royal Virtues of 


his Majeſty, that the juſt, the magnanimous King George | 


the Second will prefer the Poſſeſſion of two paltry 


Duchies, compared with his other Dominions, to the 
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general Intereſt of a loyal, generous People, who una- 
nimouſly and cheerfully elected his Family, and con- 
fer'd Three Great Kingdoms upon them, when ſo 
many Princes ſtood prior to them in Title to the Britiſh 
Throne, before the paſſing of the At? of. Settlement? 
Muſt the Trade of England, when this is the moſt 
happy Juncture that we could poſſibly wiſh for to reco- 
ver it in; the Trade of England! the only Hope and 
Refuge of the Poor and the Induſtrious ! the Support 
of our Farmers and Gentlemen! the very Soul of all 
our Nobility and Greatneſs! Muſt this Trade, too 
much plundered and raviſhed from us already ! be en- 
tirely ſacrificed, at laſt, to the Conſideration of Bremen 
and Verden? God forbid! and keep you from com- 
mitting ſo horrid a Villany. I hope, Sir, nay I am 
ſure, you have nothing like it in your Thoughts. But 
— ſhould it prove ſo — to what wretched Circumſtan- 
ces is Britain reduced! How fatal a Purchaſe has ſhe 
made! — I mean, Sir, of all the ViRories and Tri- 
umphs of the laſt War; all the Fruits of which muſt 
be {acrificed to Bremen and Verden, if what the Jacobites 
ſay, here, happens to have any Truth in it. | 

But believe it who will: For my part, I will never 
entertain, or give the leaſt admittance to ſuch a 
Thought of you, until I ſee King Staniſlaus ſet aſide 
meerly by your joining in Intrigues againſt him, and 
helping to carry on the Viema Scheme, which, if ſuc- 
ceſsfnl, can produce nothing leſs than an Imperial De- 
ſpotiſm over Europe, if I may be permitted to uſe the 
Term, or at leaſt, the Slavery of all the Princes of 
Germany. When 1 ſee you active in any ſuch Mea- 
lures I ſhall wonder at nothing; and look upon, not 
only Bremen and Verden to be in much leſs Security 
than they are at preſent, or would be by King Sani- 
ſtaus's Succeſs, but even the Dutchy of Zell and the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion. WE | 

I need not explain what I mean by the Dutchy of 
Zell, becauſe you know it already; and are no Stranger 
to the Temper of his Pruſſian Majeſty. This Temper 
ſhewed itſelf viſibly enough juſt after the Treaty of 

| > Hanover 
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Hanover: But as to Bremen and Verden, I am humbly 


of Opinion that the Return of King Staniſlaus would 


prove the beſt Security they can poſſibly have. Here 


are ſome of my Reaſons ; but the-moſt important ones 
I reſerve to be privately communicated to you: Mͤ 
Deſign is not to inſtruct our Enemies, but to adviſe 
our Miniſter : This is a Duty I owe to my Country. 
Bremen and Verden, among other Swediſh Spoils, fell 


to the Share of Denmark. His late Majeſty- King 


George the Firſt, of glorious and immortal Memory, 


bought them from the Dane for a valuable Conſidera- 


tion, as all Exgland know; and his Imperial Majeſty 
gave the Inveſtiture of them in the moſt authentick 
Forms: Sweden has fince renqunced all further Preten- 


ſions to them; confirmed the Purchaſe, the Inveſti- 
ture, the Poſſeſſion, and the Right of the Houſe of Ha- 
nover to them for ever: All this Sweden has done in the 


moſt ſolemn and publick manner. | 
Is there then no Faith, no Honour, no Juſtice in 
Princes? If not, why are Treaties made? why are 


Engagements entered into? Is it only to amuſe the 


People with a Farce, or 1s it to cheat and lie them out. 


of their Money; and to laugh at them afterwards for 


having been ſuch Fools in parting with it ſo eaſily? 
— Bur, Sir, I will ſuppoſe Treaties to be binding and 


' ſincerely meant, becauſe you have made ſo many your- 


ſelf; and becauſe I imagine a great deal of Treaſure, 


but I do not ſay the Treaſure of England, hes been ſpent 


upon them. You may have King Staniſlaus's Word be- 
fore he returns that he never will aſſiſt the Swedes in 
any Attempt upon Bremen and Verden; and you may 


depend upon his keeping it inviolably : Nay, you may 


have his Guaranty ,if you demand it. He has ſhewed 


himſelf to be a gallant, generous Prince, by his Be- 


haviour upon ſeveral occaſions; particalarly by his 


Gratitude to the King of Sweden, and his magnanimous 


Deportment under his Misfortunes: In ſhort, none 
but an honeſt Man could behave as he has done. If 
ever a Prince's Foibles appear, it is in Adverſity : At 
ſuch a time they ſeldom receive Quarter. Met this 

| Prince 


Xs r ww. 


hos mm” + FA G r >. m mm 


( - bo 
Prince ſeems to have loſt the Crown of Poland only to 
acquire the Admiration of all France, and the Eſteem 
of every Man of Honour. Wherefore if you make 
him a Friend to Great Britain, you will find him a 
very, ſineere and a very uſeful one. France and Spain 
will alſo be Guarantees for Bremen and Verden if King 
s Staniſlaus returns, in Friendſhip with Eng/and. Even 
Denmark and Pruſſia, whether Friends or Enemies to 
us, or whatever Party you take, will, for their own 
Intereſt and Segurity, always endeavour to hinder Bre- 
men and Verden from falling again into the bands of 
Sweden; at leaſt Denmark will, whatever Pruſſia may 
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Let us farther conſider that Great Britain has always 
had Fleets to protect her Neighbours and Allies, tho 
very often to her own Prejudice. But will ſhe have 
none to protect Bremen and Verden for her own Sove- 
reign, when. ſhe ſees him ſo generouſly expoſe them 
for her Advantage; ſhould they ever be expoſed upon 
that account, as I am poſitive they never will. Thus, 
all things conſidered, neither You, nor Bremen, nor 
Verden, nor any 'of his Majeſty's German Dominions, 
run any risk, if you act fairly by your Country, that 
is, if you act like a Gentleman with King Staniſlaus ; 
but you expoſe yourſelf, Great Britain, and all his 
Majeſty's Hereditary Duchies and Countries abroad to 
a great deal of Danger, by taking a contrary Conduct 
ro humour the 25 of Aris. 2 
By entering into the Emperor's Meaſures, we ſhall 
have his Imperial Majeſty, the Czarine, a Nienna King 
of Poland, the King o Denmark, and perhaps, the 
States General in our Alliance. We ſhall have the ho- 
nour too, of being inſenſibly brought in Principals, as 
we were in the laſt War to ſupport che Pretenſions of 
the Houſe of Auſtria to the Monarchy of. Spain; I ſay 
Sir, we ſhall be brought in Prixcipals in a War which 
we are obliged to avoid by all poſſible Means, and 


S s 


have thoſe means in our power. . & 8,98 
Againſt us we ſhall have France, Spain, Sweden, with 
Heſſe Call, ſeveral Princes of Germany, and not im- 
V poſſibly 
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poſſibly Pruſſia itſelf, notwithſtanding preſent Appear- 
ances to the contrary,; except you purchaſe his Pruſſian 
Majeſty's Friendſhip at à higher Price than Bremen 
and Verden are worth. I do not advance this, with- 
out thoroughly weighing what I ſay; and for your 
farther Satisfaction you may look over your Maps, re- 
flect how ſuddenly the King of Pruſſia was brought off 
from the Treaty of Hanover, and conſider the Views 
and Intereſt of that ſoaring Monarch. But ſhould he 
remain firm to us if we join with the Emperor in this 
Buſineſs of Poland, and draw a War upon ourſelves by 
doing ſo, will it make our Expences one Farthing the 
leſs in the War? Our Expences are an Article you 
muſt never let out of your Sight; and'fince this is an 
Imperial Project, let the Emperor bear the Charge of 


matized us at the Myuſcovite Court, as a rebellious and 
villanous People that had cut off the Head of our King.” 
| | q But 


it himſelf, and take the Danger, too, into the Bar- | 
gain, If we underſtood ourſelves, the Emperor is the 
laſt Prince in Europe we ought to manage; for his own 
Intereſt will always conſtrain him to aſſiſt us againſt 
France, upon any emergent Occaſion, whether he loves ; 
us or not. You know that England has always paid 
dearer for his Friendſhip than it deſerved, and often g 
been. the Dupe of it; Witneſs the laſt War. For theſe } 
Reaſons it is time to reſcue the People from that ſort 
of State Legerdemain that was palmed upon them thirty K 
Years ago. It is time for England to value herſelf more, 6 
and the -Houſe of Auſtria leſs than ſhe has done hi- * 
therto. | | 
The Alliance of. Ruſſia will be but of little Conſe- 1 
quence to us in a War with France, if any Body blun- v 
ders or cheats us into one; The Money of France, WW _ 
will then arm the Swede to furniſh ſufficient Diverſion * 
on that ſide. Moreover, the Muſcovites are too far off 1 
do be of any conſiderable Aſſiſtance to Us againſt the F. 
BY French; and, were they not, they only love us from H 
4 the Teeth outward. The Dutch carry away the great- e 
5 eſt Part of the Raſſia Trade. They have had much pr 
ö more Intereſt there than we have, ever ſince they ſtig- Su 
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But ſtill they are our Preſervers and Supporters, in 
the Stile of the London Journal; for which you may 


conſult that Paper of the 12th of, December, 1730. 


But be they as much ſo, as that doating Fool Osborne 
pleaſes; they are our Rivals in Commerce; and very 
unfair Rivals you know them to be by Experience: 
They naturally wiſh us no Succeſs, but where they find 
a double Advantage accruing from it to themſelves. 


Wherefore I ſee no manner of Reaſon, except you 
have ſome private Weighty Ones, why you ſhould throw - 


your Country into the Circumſtances of depending upon 
either the Friendſhip or the Fidelity of Holland: And 
once more tell you, that ir is not ſafe to depend upon 


One or the Other too much. | 


As to the King of Denmark, His Father's Friend- 
ſhip coſt us a conſiderable Subſidy all the laſt War, to 
engage him to hire his Troops to us, at a good round . 
Pay, to fight for the Intereſt of the Houſe of Auſtria: 
Money which I think was very ill laid ont, and I hope 
you think ſo too. His preſent Daniſh Majeſty's Friend- 
ſhip will coſt Britain no leſs in caſe of a new War upon 
the like Footing. Muſt Britons, then, be expoſed to 
all theſe Expences and Difficulties to make a King of 
Poland that may ſerve the Emperor's Turn ? | 

King Staniſlaus has ſate already in the Throne of 


that Kingdom; He was actually acknowledged — 
lo 


Great Britain; The. Guarantee of his Poſſeſſion was a 


actually promiſed by our Miniſters in the Queen's 
Name, and in a Committee of Council. Upon theſe 
Accounts he has a Right to demand our Aſſiſtance. 
We ought to repair our former Behaviour in looking 
with unconcern upon the Return of Auguſtus into Po- 
land, and the Violation of the Treaty of Travendall b 

the Dane: Both which we were obliged by public 

Faith, and conſequently by Juftice and all the Rules of 
Honour to prevent. This Reparation will be the 
only means to ſecure Bremen and Verden, as it will 
preſerve the Friendſhip of France, and keep it and 
Sweden from troubling the Empire. | 
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Bur, inftead of ſhewing ourſelves Men of Honour 
and Juſtice, will you overwhelm your Country with. 
Confuſion and Infamy ? Will you give Britons room to 
ſay, that their Fame and their Intereſt are ſacrificed to 
private Conſiderations; to underhand Schemes and 
| 1 Opportunities of retrieving her ſo long 
Janguiſhing Trade are willfully negle&ed, through Re- 
gard for the Intereſt of Holland, and a falſe Apprebenſſon 
that Bremen and Verden would be in Danger by King. 
Staniſlaus' Return? That this Prince is oppoſed, and 
an inſulted, with the expreſs View of” eeping u 
Pretender ſbip, that it wy be an Annual Drain for, the 
People's Money, and a ſtanding Pretext to keep up an 
Army too big for their Liberties? Will you give the 
Chevalier, who has now a much wiſer and more active 
Miniftry than his Father erer had, or than he himſelf 
ever had before; will you, I ask, give him a Chance 
for the Throne, by doing a palpable Injuſtice to a 
Prince who never did any Thing in his Life to diſoblige 
England? Will you ſuffer the Britiſh Subjects, who. 
were ruined by the. Miſi ppi Syſtems and Viſa in Paris, 
to remain any longer without that Satisfaction, which 
von have now the faireſt Opportunity in the World to 
procure for them? Will you let the Affair of our un- 
fortunate Countrymen in America,” and the Depreda- 
tions committed upon our Merchants by the Spaniſh 
FCuarda de la Coſta s, ſpin out to a Length which you 
may now cut very ſhort, by cultivating a Friendſhip, I 
ean an advantageous one, with Spain? Muſt ſo many 
| Sufferers be all ſacrificed to the Schemes and Cabals of 
Henna? Shew me, if you can, that France was ever 
abuſed, or the French ill treated by any Nation what- 
ever, where her Miniſters did not vindicate the Honour 
of their Country, and procure Satisfaction for their 
Countrymen, as ſoon as ever they found the State in a 
Condition to do it? Shall Britons' then expect leſs 
Juſtice, from their Miniſter, leſs Protection from their 
Sovereign than the French find from theirs ? Is the State 
not in a Condition to procure Satisfaction for the 
Wrongs Britons have received j and yet in a Condition 
88 . 15 
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to undertake a War, or at leaſt to venture one, againſt 
France, Spain, and all their Allies, to pleaſe the Houſe 


of Auſtria? Do you prefer the Intereſt of that Houſe, 


* - 


- 


to the Intereſt of your Fellow Subjects? 
But, to ſpeak no more of the Sufferers in the Ia, 
nor of the Ruin of many a worthy Merchant by the 


Saniſb Guarda de la Coſta's; Will you expoſe Gibraltar 


by an ill-timed, unjuſt War? Gibraltar ! the only Ac» 
quiſition we have, for Two Hundred Millions Sterling? 
beſides the many Millions more which the Dutch have 
got in Trade, at our Expence, ſince the Revolution. No, 
Sir : None of theſe Diabolical "Things will you do. 
Your generous Soul abhors them. God has now bleſt 


| you with the moſt favourable Opportunity, that any 


ſiniſter 'ever had, of ſerving your Country; and I 


hope, for the Sake of Great Britain, that he will give 


you the Wiſdom and the Honeſty to make a right Uſe 
of it. | | 
But if theſe Conſiderations have no Weight with you; 

a Thing which no Man but yourſelf ſhall ever make me 
believe; I once more offer to ſend: you a Plan to 

vent your entering into concert with the Miniſters of Vienna, 
before it is too late to retreat. This Plan not only 
propoſes the Recovery of our Trade, in the Reſtoration of 
King Staniſlaus, but points out a Kingly Proviſion for 
his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland, which Pro- 
viſion I hope will noc be rejected, becauſe it is undeni- 


| ably to the Advantage and Honour of the Britiſh Nation; 


though our Dutch Friends may happen not to like it. 
This Plan will alſo convince you by fair Demonſtration 
that it will be the Intereſt of France to act ſincerely with 
us; and to preſerve a perpetual, inviolable Alliance 
and Friendſhip with the Auguſt Houſe of Hanover and 


Kingdom of Great Britain. —— Bur, as our Enemies 


are, upon the look-out,. it would-be imprudent to ſay 
more at preſent; the Peruſal will coſt you nothing; 
but it may ſave you a great deal of Trouble, and pre- 
vent an endleſs Train of Calamities and Dangers, All 


I defire is, that the Perſon to whom you order me tg 


deliver it, ſhall be obliged to ſign a correct Copy of it, 
„) 0414. rag 


38h with a Receipt underneath ; that it may ſerve me here- 
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After, either as a Recommendation to my Country, or lica 
a Defence againſt any ſiniſter Practices: To this End, I aj 
that Perſon muſt be a Man of Diſtinction, and well | flav 


\ known to me: I do not know any ſo proper as his Ex- | me! 
cellency my Lord Waldegrave, becauſe I can confide in fed 
his Honour. If you refuſe my Plan upon theſe Terms, ] 
you will find my Pen in your Way, when, perhaps you late 
may leaſt deſire to meet it; but if you receive it, and an 
either approve my Propoſals, or ſhew me good Reaſons Ag 
for rejecting them, you will engage me to be your ſin- 1" 
cere Friend for the Future, and Real ih, ; : f 

1 a 

S1R, . N ute 

Your moſt humble and moſt obedient Servant, me 

4; : | | 720 or 
CHARLES FORMAN, | ® 

Pr 
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T is now become a common Practice, with ſome * 


People, to call all Men Jacobites, or Republicans that ab 


cannot, in Conſcience; approve every Article of the Gi 

preſent Adminiſtration ; and I muſt not hope, nor do 75 

I defire, to eſcape ſuch Men's Scurrility, for this new c 

Proof of my Duty and Affection to my Country: Dogs. 4 

I muſt rather expect to meet with my Share of thoſe 1 
ſublime Compliments, now flying about in this Zenith 

of the Oubornean and Walfinghamian Eloquence. But 4 

whether I am a Jacobite, or a Friend to the Hanover Fo. 8 
Succeſſion, let this Piece decide; whether I am a Repub- 


* 


them, if charged with fo riumerons a Family as I am, 


Jican, or a Lover of our Britiſh Conſtitution, let it alſo telfÞ 
I appeal to it to ſtop the Mouths of thoſe ſhameleſs, 
laviſh, weekly Drudges. If this cannot ſilence ſuch 
mercenary "Tongues and Pens, I know how to do it ef- 
fectually another Way. Le Sage entend d demi Mot. 
It was alſo a pretty ſucceſsfal Cuſtom, during the 
late War, to brand every Man with the Character of 
an Advocate for France, when he was not a-mercenary 
Agent of the. Dutch Meaſures for. prolonging that War. 
I may chance to meet with the ſame Fate, for propoſing 


a ſtrict Amity and Alliance with France at this Time. 


But, Sir, I ſhall regard ſuch an Accuſation with the 
utmoſt Contempt, from what Quarter ſoever it comes: 
Tho' I muſt tell you, en paſſant, that I think it much 
more reputable to be an Advocate for France, _ eſpecially - 


upon ſo juſt and ſo honourable an Occaſion as this is, 


than to be a Tool or a Drudge to the Miniſtry of Nienna, 
in any dirty, unjuſt Affair whatever: Eſpecially to the 


Prejudice, and perhaps the Ruin of Britain. | 


But, for your further Satisfaction, as I ſhall anſwer 
it to the Great God, if I publiſh an Untruth upon ſo 
ſerious an Occaſion, I here declare in his divine Pre- 
ſence, and in the Preſence of all the World, that France 
knows nothing of my writing this Letter, directly or 
indirectly; and that I never received a Farthing of her 
Money, nor eat an Ounce of Bread at her Expence, in 
all my Life. No, Sir Robert: I am no Penſioner: Nor 
ever will be one againſt the Intereſt of my Country. 1 
even declined a Penſion of Five Hundred Pounds a Year, + 


above Twelve Years ago, from my own Sovereign; King 


George the Firſt ; becauſe the Terms were not explained 
to me, upon u hichit was offered: Though I have been 
ſince convinced that I might have accepted it with Ho- 

nour ; and that his Majeſty was above expecting any 
diſhonourable Services from me. My Delicacy, at that 

Time, has already kept above Six Thouſand Pounds 
out of my Pocket, which I might have received, beſides 


cepgying me of the. Chanee for a far better Proviſion.” 


me, then, among all my Enemies; any one of 


that 
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ut would have been guilty of ſuch Self denial, through | 


a Punctilio of Honour. I need not produce any Proof ! 
of this Fact, , becauſe you know it to be licerally true; : 
and becauſe their.-prefent Majeſties cannot poſſibly be h 
Strangers to it. Wherefore I decline any, further 3 
Eciairciſſement, though it would redound as much to my p 
Honour, as it would be to the Infamy of a certain ; 
Gentleman, who has been a much greater-Fayourite of 
blind Fortune. Hut to return ro my Subject. 1 
I have, no, Call to be an Advocate for France, or 5 
any Obligation under the Sun, that Way; neither 
does ſhe want or demand my Service. I am only an _ 
Aduocate .for my Country: and as ſuch, am of Opinion, 5 
which 1 mall, however, always humbly ſubmit to 1 
Ereat Britain, that an Alliance with France is the only 8 
reſent ſafe Means, to extricate our ſelves: out of the 
atal and dangerous Labyrinth, into which we ſeem to 3 
have been led. 4 Mr bar; * 
I preſume, Sir, that the late Treaty of Hanover was 8 
made to preſerve the Ballance of Europe; and I alſo 60 
underſtand that the late Treaty of Viema was entred a 
into with the ſame View: But I muſt confeſs that 1 
am at a Loſs how to reconcile the Emperor's Proceed- * 
ings with the laſt mentioned Treaty; except there js * 
ſome private Article in it, that has not been yet revealed ry 
to the People of England. e T 
If the Emperor attempts to force the Suffrages of the E. 
Poles ; if he gets a Prince of his own Nomination! FO be 
elected King of Poland; if he brings Muſcovy entirely , 
to his Sentiments in other Things, as it is to be feared 4 
he js endeavouring.to do; and if he grows too power- NE 
ful ſor the Liberty of the Electors, and other Princes Bi 
of Germany, to which it is evident he is every Day of 
making very large Strides, may he not either divide ho 
Poland afterwards with Muſcovy, or elſe make the Poliſb 6 
Crown Hereditary in the Family of the Prince he forces E 
upon that Kingdom? Which of the Two he does, as + 
ne he will then infallibly do, at leaſt we oughe to wh 


apprehend it; pray. what becomes of the Bala of *| 
Europe Will any Man in his Senſes ſay, that * an 


Event would not firike at the Ballante ? T allow, of 


(A 


vertheleſs, that though the Ballauce of Power ſhould 
happen to be overthrownh,' the late Treaty of Henna 
might ſubſiſt, if it has am Private, or Miniſterial Ex- 
planatory Articles tagged to it. : ag 
But, Sir, let us ſuppoſe what I believe no Man in 
Briton, except Osborn, Wal/ingham, and another Great 
Author, will be impudent enough to ſuppoſe, that ſuch 
a Power in the Emperor will make no Change in the 
Ballance ; what Advantage will accrue to England, or 
rather what Advantages will ſne not loſe, what Ex- 
pence will ſhe not be expoſed to, what Dangers will 
ſhe not run, by unjuſtly forwarding the Emperor's 
Deſigns, at the Expence of King Staniſlaus, and the 
Slavery of the Empire? This is a „ 75 which I 
cannot help inſiſting on. I hope that Britons will think 


it deſerves an Anſwer. And, in the mean Time, I 


venture ro defy any Writer you have, to give it a ſolid 
One. It is the great, important Point, which England 
has to conſider of in this Ci of her Fate. | 

I offer, once again, to demonſtrate, that the Empe- 


ror's Meaſures, if they ſucceed by your Aſſiſtance, I 


mean, Sir, as to Poland, will infallibly inſnare us, and 
expoſe our Country to that Ruin which a good Under= 
ſtanding and Friendſhip with France would prevent. 
The poor, Remains of our Trade will be ſacrificed to the 
Encroachments of the Dutch; whereas, as I have ſaid 
before, an Alliance with France, upon the Plan I offet 
you, and which I do not doubt but ſhe will gladly con- 
ſent to, if you have not already provoked her too far, 
will put us in a Condition to recover what e have loſt. 
But theſe Things I muſt demonſtrate with a great deal 
of Danger to myſelf, an Article which I ſubmit to your 
honeſt Conſideration, while I continue perſecuted abroad, 
by a Power which Men. of confiderable Fortune and 
Figure have found too formidable for them at Home 
and while I am expoſed to the endleſs Rage of People, 
who glory in ſaying the worſt Things they can invent 
of the Prince whom you * the Honour to ſerve, 

| | how 
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how politely ſoever they expreſs themſelves, when they 
ſpeak of his great Miniſter, | = | 
If the late Treaty of Vienna was really made for pre- 
ſerving the Ballance of Europe, does not the Emperor 
depart from the Spirit of it, if he ſends Forces to the 


Frontiers of Poland to awe and force the Poles in the en- 


ſuing Election? And do not you know what you ought to 
do, as an honeſt Engliſhman, upon . ſuch an Qccaſion ? 
Yes, Sir: The Emperor departs as much from the Spi- 
Tit of the late Treaty of Vienna, provided it was made 
for the abovementioned Intent, and what Common 
Fame ſays he is doing at preſent proves true, as the 
French were accuſed to do from that of Urrecht, relating 
to the Demolition of Dunkirk, by the Works they were 


carrying on at Mardyke: One is altogether as demon- 


ſtrable as the other. | 


Bat, ſtill, if you are determined, in ſpite of all rea- 


ſoning, to ſhew yourſelf entirely a Partizan of the Houſe 
of Auſtria in this Caſe; if you reſolve that England 
ſhall ſecond the Emperor in his oppoſing King Staniſlaus, 
neither of which the high Opinion I have of your Juſtice 
and Wiſdom will ſuffer me to imagine; I ſay, if you 
are fully bent to do both one and the other, I take 
Leave to propoſe a few Things to you, for your own 
Safety, as well as for that of your Country. 


I. That his Imperial Majeſty ſhall inceſſantly remove 
the Dutch out of Dendermoade, TE 

II. That he ſhall immediately open the Scheld, not- 
withſtanding any Treaties to the contrary, and procure 
us a free, undiſturbed Trade up that River to Ant- 
werp, Or, 


III. That he ſhall aſſiſt us with a certain Number of 


Troops. to be commanded by our Generals, but paid 


by his Imperial Majeſty, in any Quarrel we may have 
with the Dutch upon Account of our Trade. | 

IV. That his Inberial Majeſty ſhall forthwith put us 
in Poſſeſſion of Newport, Oſtend, Bruges, Ghent, Dender- 


monde, and Antwerp; as Cautionary Towns for the 


faithful Performance of the laſt two Articles, And, 
V. That 


. 


e „ 
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V. That he ſhall engage himſelf to furniſh ns wth 


an annual Sum ſufficient to pay our Garriſons in thoſe 


Places. This Article is altogether as reaſonable as his 
giving a Barrier to the Dutch, and paying their Troops 
in the Barrier Towns. 3 


The laſt Thing which I have to lay before you is, 
that if, in Conſequence of your Conduct, we ſhall be 
brought into a War with France and her Allies, you 
will either engage the Emperor to bear the Expence of 
it, or find ſome other Way to ſupport it; without lays 
ing any new Load upon the People, or employing any of 
the Nation's Money that. Way. And if the reſt of our 
Trade happens to be ruined, I humbly hope you will 


ſupply the Loſs yourſelf; ftand bravely in the Gap 


againſt popular Fury, for Osborne ſays the People are all 
run mad already; and let Walfingham demonſtrate, with 


his new, M— — 1 Logick, that the Deſtruction of our 


Trade, and the Capture of our Ships will prove a great 
Happineſs and Blefling to the Britiſh Nation, becauſe | 
it will infallibly prove ſo to the Dutch. But till, Sir, I 
hope, for our own Sakes, that your Conduct will be ſuch 
as not to give our Rivals in Commerce any Reaſon to 


rejoice; nor your own Countrymen Occaſion to cry 


out againſt it. 
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on it in that Collection of Falſhoods and Slanders, 


VI. The- Index Writer; diſcovering the Partiality bd 


Diſingenuity of the Critical Hiſtorian, in his baſely pęrvęrt- 


ing the Senle of Echard's Hiſtory of England, in an Index. | 


which he was employed to compile to that Book; wherein 


divers hiſtorical Facts are reſcued from his deſigned Miſte- 


preſentations, and ſet in a true Light. Price 4 4. > 


